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1952 AFML CATALOG 


The 1952 Armed Forces Medical Library Catalog (813 
pages) is scheduled for publication an [9 June. This volume 
like the one for 1951, will contain complete author and sub- 
ject sections. It is pricedat $17.50 and may be ordered from 
the Card Division, Library of Congress, Washington 25, D. C 





In order to make the published bibliographical record 
of the Library a continuous one with the Index-Catalogue, 
to insure the future usefulness of the printed catalog as a 
partial substitute for the card catalog, and to preserve it 
as a supplement to the Library of Congress' printed cata- 
logs, it was decided, in June 1952, to broaden the scope of 
the Catalog to include all newly acquired material of medi- 





cal interest regardless of classification. Previously 
selection had been limited to material falling within the 
Library's own classification schedule. (Works published 
prior to 180], currently catalaeged by the History of Medicine 
Division, are not included, a question presently under 
study.) This made it necessary to review the cards prepared 
exclusively for our own files 1950-June 1952, and to reissue 
these in the 1952 numbered card series in order to insure 
their publication, 


The yearly task of preparing the printed catalog is a 
large one. For this year's Catalog, 1,316 man hours were 
required at AFML to prepare the Subject Section alone; last 
year this had required 1,449 man hourg. Some of our routines 
are still cumbersome, and work is in progress to revise the 
operation for the 1953 volume to effect greater savings. 


While plans for cumulating the annual volumes are still 
tentative and incomplete, preliminary decisions have had to 
be made to preserve the cards already used so that a cumu- 
lative issue will be possible, if found to be desirable and 
feasible. Cards are being received from the Library of Con 
ress for the 1950 and 1951 volumes, and cards used in the 
952 volume will be received as soon as the Catal is pub- 
lished. The mere problem of finding space in SIGE to store 
these cards looms large to us in our overcrowded state. 





Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical 
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MEDICAL LIBRARIES AND UNESCO 


The UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries for May-June 1953 
(v. 7, no, 5-6) carries a special supplement (p. E 73-82) 
describing the ways in which medical libraries are working 
with UNESCO and WHO in the interests of international co- 
operation. A section of new medical publications and of 
offerings of exchange materials is included. 





EXHIBITS 


The June exhibit, prepared by Miss Sheila M. Parker of 
the Reference Division, has as its subject AEA in 
Military Surgery. From its inception in antiquity, @ art 
of surgical amputation was developed on the battlefield, 
and its history is revealed in the contributions of such 
great military surgeons as Gersdorff, Paré, Baron Larrey 
Guthrie, and Pirogoff. Portraits and original writings of 
these men, together with surgical instruments and illustra- 
tions from the American Revolutionary War, the Civil War, 
and World Wars I and II will be displayed. 


The Armed Forces Medical Library exhibit for the First 
International Congress on Medical Librarianship, to be held 
in London 20-25 June 1953, was sent to London early this 
month. This exhibit was prepared by the Medical I1llustra- 
tion Service of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology and 
consists of twelve panels, each four by five feet, illustrat- 
ing the collections, methods, and services of the Library. 
A booklet to be distributed at the exhibit will give more 
detailed information on the Library. 





OUR EUROPEAN TRAVELER 








} 
Invoices covering about 400 items purchased by 


Dr. William Jerome Wilson have been received at AFM fron 
Rome, Milan, and Florence. Dr. Wilson was able to take an 
interesting detour into Greece for a few days early in May. 
Returning to Italy, he wrote of a remarkable collectiom in 
Florence from which he had made a large selection. He was 
next to visit Germany and from there would go to Paris and 
London. As we go to press, he is probably beginning his 
trip back to the United States. 
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MISS BRODMAN AWARDED DEGREE 


1953 Miss Estelle Brodman, Assistant Librarian for Reference 
3-82) Services, will be awarded her Ph.D. degree early this month 
rking by the Faculties of Political Science, Philosophy, and Pure 
l co- Science of Columbia University. Miss Brodman worked in the 
nd of fields of history of medicine and medical bibliography under 

Dr, Austin Evans, Mr, Thomas P. Fleming; Dr. Fred A. Mettler, 
Dr. Maurice Tauber, and Dr. Lynn Thorndike, Her doctoral 


dissertation, which will be published by the Medical Library 
Association, is on the Development of Medical Bibliography. 


Miss Brodman is the only candidate to receive her 
degree under the short-lived plan for doctoral candidates 
working under the Joint Graduate Faculties of Columbia Uni- 
versity; later students will receive a Doctor of Library 








. . | Science degree from the School of Library Service. 
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= of ON THE BUILDING AGAIN 

_ Over one week end last month, all electricity was shut 
, off in the Armed Forces Medical Library to allow workmen to 

draw a heavier feed line from the main city electric con- 

irst duits under Independence Avenue to the Library building. 

held This change was necessary because of increased staff and 

this machinery needs of both the Armed Forces Institute of Path- 

tra- Ology and the Library. 

and 

rat- Since the Faraday induction coil was rarely used for 

ry, the generation of electricity as early as 1887, the then new 


ore Library was understandably not wired for electric light. 
There were gas lights in the small offices but Library Hall, 
i the main reading room, appears never to have had gas fix- 
tures -- like many another librarian of his time, Billings 
appears to have feared fire more than impaired vision. The 
many large windows and clerestory range of skylights in the 
east and west wings were installed primarily to give the 
best natural lighting, but, even so,on a rainy November day, 


by | reading must have been difficult. 
rom 
y an When electricity was introduced in the early 1900's, 
lay. it was used sparingly, and not much change was made in the 


original wiring for almost a quarter of a century. Library 


) in 
was Hall, for example, had only four drop lights for the entire 
and area, consisting of incandescent bulbs with green metal 


his shades over them; when five more lights were added in the 
late 1920's it was hailed as a notable improvement. Lights 
were installed on the bottom two stack levels, but none were 








placed on the top stack level where it was felt that the 
"continuous lantern skylights" (Billings' description of the 
clerestory windows) would furnish sufficient illuminatiog 
for staff work. Since these lights were not radically 
changed until after the Survey of the Library in 194, 
flashlights were long a stock item of supply. In 1945, 
fluorescent lights were placed in the main reading room; 
and only a few months ago desk lights were added to the 
Catalog-Acquisitions-Index-Catalogue work areas. 


Visitors to the Library often have commented on the 
black marble fireplaces in the offices on the first and 
second floors of the building. These were in occasional use 
as late as the mid-1920's, this in spite of the fact thata 
central heating system was one of the innovations when the 
building was erected. Under instructions from Billings, 
Mr. A. Cluss, the architect, had included a coal-fired stem 
boiler in the basement and a system of hot-air registers 
throughout the building. When the heat generated by this 
boiler was insufficient to warm the offices (which seems to 
have been frequently), supplementary fires were built in 
the office fireplaces. Ltbrary Hall had no fireplaces; 
later, for staff and reader comfort, multiple unit radiators 
were placed under the rose windows in the north and _ south 
ends of the wing. 


The standards of the 1930's made it necessary to add 
other radiators along the walls of the reading room and in 
the stack area; by that time, the Library had discarded its 
own heating plant and was receiving heat from a central unit, 
Even today, however, the 47-foot high ceiling, the numerous 
windows, and the inability to get tight seals on the clere- 
story windows make heating the Library very difficult. 


_ The original building cost $200,000 to construct. By 
now the changes made to it have cost many times that amount, 
and, unfortunately, we still are left with an inadequate 
plant. 


SUMMER HOURS 


The following summer schedule for the Armed Forces 
Medical Library started on 1 June and will continue through 
30 September: 

Monday to Friday - - 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturday - - - = 8 a.m tol p.m. 

Sunday and holidays - Closed 











